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SECOND WORLD WAR HERO HONOURED IN NAMING CEREMONY
A new Defence housing development in McDowall, Brisbane, was officially opened and named today by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Mr Peter Lindsay, MP.

Mr Lindsay marked the completion of the Defence Housing Australia (DHA) development by naming the estate after local war hero Grace Margaret Wilson.

Grace Wilson Estate is only 5km from Enoggera Army Base, where approximately 4750 Australian Defence Force (ADF) members are stationed, and 12km from the Brisbane city area.

“Its close proximity to all amenities, including schools, a hospital and a major shopping area, makes McDowall an ideal location for residences for members of the Defence Force and their families,” Mr Lindsay said.
Grace Wilson Estate comprises 50 DHA homes – built at a cost of $17.5 million. The homes have four bedrooms and feature double garaging, en-suites, living areas and covered outdoor entertainment areas.

Grace Margaret Wilson was born in Brisbane in 1879. Joining the Australian Army Nursing Service in 1914, Miss Wilson headed to England as principal matron of the 3rd Australian General Hospital the following year, hoping to ‘make some difference’ to the care of war wounded. She served as a loved and respected leader in both World War I and World War II.
For her efforts, she was awarded the Royal Red Cross and made Commander of the British Empire in 1919. In 1929, Grace Wilson was awarded the Florence Nightingale Medal for her service to nursing. In 1953, she was the first woman to be made a life member of the RSL (the then Returned Sailors’ Soldiers’ and Airmens’ Imperial League of Australia). Grace Wilson died in Melbourne in 1957.
‘Margaret Street’, a prominent street in the estate, is also named after Grace Wilson.

The modern homes are set in parkland with the overall design and landscaping creating a strong sense of community.
DHA has consulted with the local community and worked closely with the Brisbane City Council to design this unique development.

DHA provides modern quality housing, along with responsive and efficient property management and relocation services to ADF members and their families and investors.

All properties in the estate have been allocated to ADF families. DHA manages approximately 17,000 residences around Australia, with approximately 1400 homes managed in Brisbane.

Media Information:

Parliamentary Secretary Media Advisor (Niki Lyons): 
0418 762 307

DHA (Lisa Hayes): 





02 6277 1180 or 0421 040 133

Defence Media: 





02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

For a free subscription to Defence Direct, the Minister for Defence's monthly e-newsletter, please follow this link http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/defencedirect/spt/subscribe.html
